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(or send your advance order now!) 


SPORTS CARS 


Your guidebook to driving 

pleasure . . . 43 most pop- 

ular sports cars on the 

road today illustrated, 

with full descriptions and 

Specification tables that 

tell what makes them so 

opular... and why near- 

ly everybody wants one. 

Sports Cars is dedicated 

to showing you how to 

get more pleasure in your 

f motoring, getting peak 

performance out of a 

handful of horsepower, undreamed of handling 

qualities. For the true enthusiast the complete 

specification tables alone are worth far more 

than the modest price of the book. Speed-minded 

fans will find special facts in the section on the 
world’s fastest competition sport cars. 


ONLY TREND BOOKS 


75¢ 
| 1 am enclosing $_________ @ 
AT Please send me the following books 


HOT ROD 
ANNUAL 


How to build hot rods 

and how to make them 

go. 1956 edition features 

; you'll want to have on 

file all the time — 110 

road tests on stock cars, 

1950 through 1955 mod- 

els; price chart on bolt- 

on accessories for all 

cars and estimated costs 

of full engine conver- 

sions. Complete report of 

specs on new ohv-V8s in- 

cluding dimensions and engine swaps — what en- 

gine can be stuffed into what engine room; engine- 

transmission relations to keep the horses in line; 

how to pick the right transmission and how to 
hot rod stock production cars. 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


85¢ each (to cover postage, etc.) 
as indicated: 


YOUR (J 1957 CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL (advance copy) 
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your order 
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Push-Button 
)WER WINDOWS 


Worlds Only 
Conversion Ket { 


sh-button magic at the touch of a switch .. . new elec- 
vacuum lifts for smooth, instantaneous operation! 
9 reupholstering or patching of holes: Switch as- 
mbly completely covers marks of old window handle 
installs in the same hole! Specify Make, 
vitch is luxurious moon-face type, finished in rich Model, Year 
eler’s chrome. : 
MPER-PROOF: Controls cannot be operated when Ford 52-55 
ris not in use! , 35-40 
pmplete kit for both front windows includes switches, 
uum hose, wire, brackets, all hardware. SIMPLE Merc. 49-55 
0 INSTALL: attaches to present window channel. 39-40 


Now $16. G5 complete kit 


for ALL ‘52-56 
Fords & Thunderbirds 


Now—that futuristic, bullet-like ‘Rocket’ 

look for your rear fenders—quick and 

easy with low cost Rocket Lites! Genuine 

Oldsmobile ‘Rocket’ lenses mounted 

on sparkling chrome, solid 1-piece 

tims (no screws or rivets). Simple 

conversion in minutes—no cutting or 

welding. Unconditionally guaranteed. Another Bright New 


Only $11.95 per set. a “California 


Nation’s Foremost 
a a7 See 
us 
aite~n Auto (established 1919) 


25% deposit required. 
3318 C C-9 Se. Grand Ave. F.0.B. Los Angeles. 
les eles, California Postage C.0.D. Add 
3% Sales Tax in Calif. 
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See ‘or many yeors now, our American cars have 
Welt Dibblee getting bigger and bigger in the luggage depart 
Nell Emory All of this is being done without sacrificing pas 
~ ‘Geerge Cerny but there is still fot of back there 
cover ie tear axle which is an Gains aunt except for 


trips. The custom society has started using this sj 

: of tcte for tape recorders and other items of d 
Publisher comfort as well as for the spare tire. See page 
* for more. Ektachrome by Eric Rick 
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from the 


EDITOR 


9 UR monthly “Restyling” feature is now 
entering its second year and although 
esponse to the ideas of the country’s lead- 
ng custom men has been large in volume, 
we are first to admit that for the average 
on, the cost involved to build most of 
ese creations has virtually eliminated 
he possibility that they will ever become 

eae ; 

e e 


By popular demand, we have lowered 
the boom on the high priced dream cars 
od starting with this issue, have brought 
he feature into the financial range of a 
ot more custom enthusiasts. One thousand 
dollars is the limit for the whole works 
now. This includes material, labor and 
ven the paint job. We gave Robbie Mar- 
inez his second crack at restyling a car 
or us and after he and artist Bob Cadaret 
got through with a 1955 Plymouth, we 
were tempted to go out and buy one so 
that we could get the Martinez treatment. 
he price tag was $997 which is just under 
he limit but probably the most attractive 
part to a lot of our readers is the fact that 

of the eye-catching modifications can 
or the most part be made by using chrome 
trips and body panels available over the 
parts counter at various new car agencies. 
f you have a ’55 Plymouth but not the 
$997, you can pick out a section and 
tart cheaper. 

e a e 

You’ve heard about making the “hot” 
one even “hotter”— well, next month in 
the “Restyling” department, we are going 
0 “cool off” the ’55 Chevy. What we mean 

ge that after it gets the under-$1000 treat- 
nent, it is going to be a “real cool” ma- 
thine. Among the late model car owners 
ho write in asking for help on custom- 
zing their car, this one is undoubtedly in 
bumber one position. Also, we will have 
nother engine swap feature as seen 
through the lens of Eric Rickman’s Rollei. 
dd all the other regular departments plus 
vad special items and you'll be there, 
Ow. 


—dick day 
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YOU'RE HIRED 


WHEN PROPERLY TRAINED 
AS AN 


NOW YOU ET BOTH 


AUTO MECHANICS 


(AT HOME, 
AND DIESEL IN SPARE TIME) 
IN ONE LOW TUITION COURSE 


Don’t be a “one engine man.” 
Learn all engines, including die- 
sel. Qualified, all-around me- 
chanics can specialize anywhere, 
repair anything — are always in 
demand where pay is tops. 
National Schools of Los Angeles, 
a leader since 1905, supplies 
everything you need to make 
more money: Resident school-tested lessons, manu- 
als, diagrams, latest-tools even how to Earn as You 
Learn and Job Placement Service. 
1 "Motor Analyzing 
Set.” Contains Stan- ~ 
dard Engine Vacuum 
Fuel Pump Tester, 
Remore Starter 
Te i see 
- imun, . je 
dard Caageettion 
ester. Plus compact 
carrying case & in- 


structions. 

2 Complete Set of Pro- 
fessional Tools and 
All-Metal Tool Box. 

3 Top-Quality Socket 
Wrench with Fis- 
tings (not shown). 


4000 S$. FIGUEROA ST., LOS ANGELES 37. CALIF. 
187 M. LA SALLE ST.. CHICAGO I, ML. 
1% CANADA: 611 W. HASTINGS ST.. VANCOUVER. B.C 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


yor rae sarrct-nan wow vo ormct maner vou 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. DIE-96 
187 4. LA SALLE ST 
CHICAGO 1, aL t 


jo See E, 


Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample Lesson. ff 
a No obligation, no salesman will call. 
i WANe.........._____....___ BAT. amas aia 


ass. 


i 
| Viglen = a . ZONE____ STATE amnecinsinn 
VETERANS: Give Date of Discherge aR 
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SHOPPING 


“T" BIRD HEADERS 


These new headers are designed to give 
utmost in performance for the 55 and '56 
“T” Bird. They are made of the finest 
material and workmanship. Test results 
have been amazing. Recently, at Paxton 
Products chassis dyno test, these headers 
showed a definite 20 horsepower gain at the 
rear wheels over stock dual system. See your 
dealer today or write: Bob Hedman, 

11039 W. Washington, Culver City, Calif. 


STROKER CRANKS 


Welded stroked crankshafts and assemblies 
for "55 and ’56 Mercurys. Thoroughly tested 
in both track and road cars. Prices, with all new 
parts, are as follows: 3.500- or 3.640-inch 
stroke assembly, $334; balanced crank only, 
$202.20. A better rod bearing setup is 
obtained by grinding con rods and throws to 
early Merc diameter and using floating 

99A rod bearings. Extra charge for this, 
$46.50, including cadmium bearings. 
Crankshaft Co., 1422 S. Main St., 

Los Angeles 15, Calif. 


FUEL TANKS 


Now metal-spun from .040 thickness 
aluminum featuring Sun Ray finish. Tank 
now have only one heli-arc weld around 
center of tank body, insuring much 

more strength. Air pressure tested with md 
than ample pressure. Pressure cap furnishei 
Ideal for use in hot rods, sports cars, 
passenger cars and marine use. Available in 
2-gallon, 314-gallon and 5-gallon 
capacities. $25 up; brackets, $10 a pair. 
Moon Auto Equipment, 10935 S. Bloomft 
Ave., Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 





a. meXY-ACETYLENE UNIT 


© your own custom work at home with 
his budget-priced Prest-O-Lite welding 

nd cutting outfit. Sectioning, 

hanneling and chopping are all in 

pur department with this equipment. All- 
p-one blowpipe welds, heats, 

piders, brazes and cuts. No attachments. 
st change tips to switch from job 

D job. With full instructions, $76.50 

Nrite for free booklet! 

jnde Air Products Co., 30 East 42nd St., 
ew York 17. N.Y. 


ROTO FAZTNER 


For ease of valve cover removal and 
replacement for that periodic valve 

check. Sturdy die cast material, with 
heavy chrome finish. Will also 

fit other place under hood and on dashboard. 
Will fit most OHV V8’s. 88c each. 

tite: J-D Research, 760-A West California, 
Glendale 3, California 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 61 
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| EARN CASH 
FIXING CARS 
AS I TRAIN, 


CTI training in Auto Mechan- 

ics is so practical that many 

students do repairing in spare 

time, earn up to $15 a week and more. CT/ 
training pays its own way! 


EARN GOOD PAY 
ENJOY SECURITY 


A Trade You Can Learn at Home 


Do you want a better job, good pay and life- 
time security? Then listen to this: The auto in- 
dustry desperately needs trained mechanics. 
Many earn up to $125 a week—and more. Others 
open their own shops. There’s plenty of work, 
because over 60 million vehicles are on the road, 
and over 7 million more are produced annually. 

You can learn Auto Mechanics quickly at 
home. CTI will train you in months—teach you 
every phase of auto repair and maintenance. 
You can have extra training in Diesel Mechanics 
or Body-Fender Rebuilding at no extra cost, if 
you choose! For complete information, please 
mail coupon below. You’ll get TWO FREE 
BOOKS that give you the facts. 


ONLY CTI SENDS THIS TUNE-UP KIT 
—— ALSO GET A SET OF TOOLS 


You quickly locate engine troubles 
with these essential instruments. 
Included are a Compression Test- 
er, a Vacuum Gauge and Fuel 
Pump Tester, an Ignition 
Timing Light, and a steel case. 
You can practice as you learn! 


You also get this fine-quali- 
ty set of mechanic's tools. 
These help you get experi- 
ence while training, do spare 
time repairing for profit. 
Both Tune-Up Kit and Tool 
Set are yours to use—and 
keep. No extra cost! 


MAIL TODAY—TWO FREE BOOKS 
Commercial Trades Institute 


© 1400 Greenleaf Avenue Dept. A-322 


Chicago 26, Illinois 
Send your Auto Mechanics book and Sample Lesson. 


Name ; 7 _Age. 


Address__ et Sig i aa 





City. Zone____Stote. 
=aam Member National Home Study Council ama 
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A THEORY 
Dear Sir: 

Just finished reading the March issue of 
CAR CRAFT and found the article “Chevy V8 
Engine Swap” very enlightening. I also en- 
joyed the how-to-do-it articles very much. 

Now I have this to say about fiberglass cars. 
It seems to me that if a fiberglass body builder 


wanted to save a little time and expense he 
would (1) build the body form, leading edges 
and stiffners from a lightweight*tubing; (2) 
covet the entire body with a layer of chicken 
wire; (3) apply the fiberglass cloth to both 
sides thereby covering all of the screen and 
securing the fiberglass to the tubing. It should 
be better construction and therefore help on 
door fits, etc. 

Enclosed is a picture of my ’51 tudor. At the 
time this picture was taken the car had 2 inch 
lowering blocks but since then I have seen the 
error of my ways. 

— Don Greer 
Renton, Washington 
Why don't you try this fiberglass idea yourself, 
Don, you can find out for yourself how it 
works — Ed 
ANY GRILLE IDEAS? 


Dear Sir: 
* Your mag has hit me hard — it’s great! But 
in all my issues I haven’t come across anyone 


with a ’49 Plymouth. May I be the first? Ik 
a four door sedan (don’t say it) which hb 
been decked and almost nosed. I just could 
see nosing a ‘49 beak like I have. I did t 
out the center strips and the Plymouth lett 
The car has been painted a '55 Cadillac D 
den blue. Dark blue door panels and a whi 
leather headliner spark up the inside. 

Naturally, the flat 6 is no competition 
the 56 V8 boys, so I hired a Fenton d 
intake manifold over a pair of Fenton headed 
with a mallory kick to get me out of the 
It really did! In the future I hops to see so 
49 Plymouth material (especially grille alte 
tion). Think this will ever happen? Oh 
keep putting out the good book and I'll} 
happy. 

— Paul C. Curtis 
Detroit 2, Michigan 

You have a good start so don't give up 
We promise to give you some good grille id 
if you keep checking CAR CRAFT. — Ed. 


HOT ROD POET 


Dear Sir: 

We are the best of _— and have 0 
thing in common, we both like HOT ROD 
My Friend Leo got me interested in this fie 
Enclosed is a photo of his °53 Ford. its ho 





nd rear deck have been shaved and it’s fin- 
hed off with eight coats of Cascade Green 
facquer. 

The motor is practically stock except for 
igh compression aluminum heads (8.5-1), 


dual carbs, dual exhaust and Mallory ignition. 
Plans this summer include reboring and 34 


just dreamed up: 


He had a lil ole hopped up Merc; 

Man! that thing really could perc; 

The top was chopped and lowered down — 
Twas the best hot rod in town. 


ABonarnsh wdowp 


It had dual pots and cut down heads 
That’s what kept him way ahead. 
And when he raced he was an ace; 
For he kept at a steady pace. 


He raced on highways crowded and clear 
The prize for which was a good loud cheer. 
He and this Firedome were neck and neck, 
Until it got in a little ole wreck. 


And when he passed that Coupe de Ville, 
It looked as though it was sittin’ still. 
Next in line was an “88” 

And ate it he did — his dust! 


He saw a train and tried to duck it; Subscribe NOW! to 

He stepped on the gas; his father junked it! 

And to this poem I add the piece CAR CRAFT 

May he forever REST IN PEACE. 5959 HOLLYWOOO BLVD., L. A. 28, CALIF. 


[) 3.00 for 12 months 


We would iate it ch if 
e would appreciate it very much if you ( 5.00 for 24 months 


would print this in your magazine. Think 
your magazine is just great. 
— Leo and Frank 
Shenandoah, Pennsylvania IRE a os ee 


Thanks a lot for the letter and poem, the tag 
z Ss 
line makes a lot of sense.— Ed. a ee 
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FLEETY 
FLEETLINE 


Bay Area's ‘Satan Angels" boast of many fine 
customs. Glen Erspamer and his GMC powered Chev 
is proof of their rolling stock. 


Frontal alterations on Glen's 


Golden Green metallic painted 
Chev consist of nosed and peak- 
ed hood, smoothly molded grille 
cavity made from 14-in. rod 
and sheet metal, and '54 Stude- 
baker grille ber components. 
Headlights were frenched to 
fenders utilizing special made 


sheet metal rims and round rod 


Rear fenders have been completely di 
guised with the installation of ’50 Ford tai 
light lenses. Notice clever side peak th 
diminishes into fender. Rolled edge s 
rounding taillight was accomplished b 
using round rod. Front bumper attach 
ment bolts have been welded to the re 
side of the bumper with bolt holes 

in, then bumper ground smooth and 
chromed for trim customized appearanc 


Chev takes on sculptured appearance 
fender seams filled and all trim remove 
from deck lid, Rear license plate g 
emanates from the front of a ’49 Ch 
(See CAR CRAFT, July ’55 for step-t 
step installation feature on license guard 


CAR C 
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Side view presents customized concept of flared fender openings. Rear fender 
skirts were modified to duplicate front fender styling. Body of the car bas 
been lowered approximately 4” both fore and aft. Rocker molding along 
lower edge of body is stock, only reversed. Shaklin’s Custom Shop located in 
Hayward, California, performed all body work. Under hood of Chev reposes 
292 cu. in GMC powerplant coupled to gearbox possessing 26 tooth Cragar 
gears. Glen cut his teeth on an early '38 Chevy when fifteen. Since that time 
he built up three cars all of which were used for drags, shows and street. 


Photos by Bob D’Olivo 





ENGINE SWAP 


BUICK V8 





OR THIS MONTH’S engine swap, we are 
going to call upon two of the local swap 
pecialists and install a late Buick V8 engine 
n a 52 Chevrolet. The first of the two swap 
ists is Dick Lyon of Lyon Engineering and 
second is Lewie Shell of Shell Motors. 
Dick did all the work and Lewie made the 
hole thing possible by selling the nearly new 
55 Buick Century engine to car owner Morrie 
Efseaft. 
This installation should apply to all Chev- 
olet passenger cars from 1949-'52 since the 
ssis are identical and should also apply to 
3 and ‘54 models which are basically the 
me. Since the engine used was formerly 
Dyna-Flow equipped and Morrie wanted a 
ick shift, a transmission was needed. Had a 
Buick stick shift transmission been available, 
the installation would possibly have been 
implified a little since both the Buick and 
pre-'55 Chevrolets use a torque tube drive line 
nd adaptation from the Buick trans to the 
vy rear end would have been easy. 
Me The fact that a stick shift trans wasn’t avail- 
ble plus the fact that Dick and Morrie thought 
Chevy rear end might prove too light for 
he doubled horsepower load convinced them 
D use an early Cadillac side shift transmission 
ith a Pontiac rear end and an Oldsmobile 
third member. (A complete picture story on 
installation of the Pontiac housing and 


CROSS SECTION 
AT INNER HOLE 


FRONT 
RECESS FOR 


CAD TRANS, 
BEARING 
RETAINER 


STRENGTH | 


MUST BE 
RETAINED 
HERE 


. Cross section through hole in adaptor 
e shows where machining was needed. 


Olds gears with an open driveshaft in a Chevy 
chassis appears in the August 1956 issue of 
HOT ROD magazine.) 

The firewall stiffeners which run down the 
front of the firewall on this model Chevy were 
completely cut out so that the wider Buick 
engine could be set back as far as possible. 
The hand brake linkage was also eliminated 
since it would hit the engine and this was 
later replaced with a late Ford cable type hand 
brake. No cutting was needed on the firewall 
itself but it was necessary to use a ball pein 
hammer to dent the wall in a couple of places 
to clear two of the top bell housing bolts. 

Dropping the Buick engine into the Chevy 
chassis and providing new motor mounts 
turned out to be a relatively simple job but 
hooking up some of the linkage gave Lyon 
plenty of trouble. The original Chevy engine 
mounts were taken loose from the frame, 
chopped off so that they would match the 
stock Buick front insulators and then relocated 
a little farther ahead of their original position. 
This operation as well as that on the rear 
mount can be best understood by checking 
the pictures. 

Adapting the Cad trans to the Buick engine 
necessitated a bit of machine work but the 
end result is a very neat and sturdy hookup. 
A thick (1% inch) aluminum plate was used 
to provide the proper space between the trans 

CONTINUED 


2. Finished adaptor & Buick standard bell 
housing. Bottom bolts tap into adaptor. 
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3. Cad main drive gear wouldn't reach the 
Buick pilot bearing in stock position so 
an adaptor 114 inches long was machined. 


ENGINE SWAP continued 


and the Buick standard shift bell housing. The 
front of the plate was machined so that a 3/16 
inch shoulder was left to fit in the bearing 
retainer hole in the bell housing to correctly 
register the plate to the housing, then another 
bit of machining in the back of the plate was 


5. Owner Efseaff at left and Dick Lyon 
have Cad trans adapted to the ’55 Century 
engine and ready for installation in car. 





4. With the adaptor set into the end@ 5 
the Buick crank, the main drive gear “ss 
good. Buick Special flywheel was us ay 


3 
5 


made to hold the Cad front bearing retaing 
in place between the trans and the adapw 
plate. A Buick Special flywheel was used anf 
a 114 inch long adaptor was needed to spag 
the Buick pilot bearing far enough back frog, 
the crankshaft flange to engage the Cad pil 
shaft. (See pictures) : 
After the engine was mounted in the chassi 


6. Large ball pein hammer was used iy ¢, 
relieve firewall in two spots where it int top 
fered with two top bell housing bolig,, f 


nd oy By measuring from frame rails to the 
ar Wcenter of engine and using a level both 
US yays across manifold, engine is located. 


& 
g 


tain ome of the tight spots made their appearance. 
daptt)ne was the interference between the starter 
“Solenoid that mounts on the bottom of the 
SPM&rarter motor on the left side of the engine 
10nd the Chevy pitman arm linkage when the 
Plfront wheels were in a left turn position. This 
Was remedied by rotating the starter motor a 
afew degrees until the solenoid was no longer 


ed 'P. Square piece of 14 inch plate is welded 
MA top cut off Chevy bracket which is drill- 
"Sed for Buick insulator, welded to frame. 


8. Stock Chevrolet engine mounts were cut 
loose from frame, moved forward, top 
chopped off to height for Buick insulator. 


in the way, drilling and tapping new holes 
in the block casting in this position, then re- 
moving the portion of the starter gear housing 
that would not clear the flywheel ring gear. 

The shifting mechanism on the Chevy steer- 
ing column was modified to clear the wider 
Buick engine. The shifting tube on the col- 


umn was shortened a couple of inches and the 
CONTINUED 


10. Looking toward rear of car, piece of 
heavy strap iron is bolted to center cross- 
member to take rear transmission mount. 
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11. Cadillac rear mount was moved for- 
ward of its normal position to fit Chevy 
crossmember by use of ¥e inch steel plate. 


ENGINE SWAP continued 


arm. assembly raised up the column, then the 
arms were shortened so that they would clear 
the side of the engine. Next, the shift linkage 
was routed around the exhaust manifold and 
down around the bell housing to the Cad 
gear box. If a ‘37 LaSalle-Cad gear box were 


13. Clearance on right side of engine at 
the firewall is good after torching the 
vertical firewall braces out of the way. 


. 


12. By cutting the rear flange of the Chev 
crossmember, the two bolts that ancho 
the rear mount can be put in plac 


used with the floor shift, this phase of th 
installation could be completely eliminated. 
The final bit of linkage which required 
some changing was the clutch linkage. Ther 
was a big difference in height between th 
Chevrolet linkage on thé“frame and the 
throwout arm on the engine. If a throwou 
shaft had been hooked straight between th 


14. Front engine mounts are simple 
sturdy. Front of Buick exhaust manifo 
bas ample clearance with Chevy air duc 





the left 


plac 


15. Looking up to where starter fits on 
side. Starter was rotated to 
clear pitman arm in left turn position. 


severe and bent linkage would result. For this 


itt reason, Dick ran linkage from the pedal for- 


duc 


"ward to an idler arm on the frame then an- 
“other arm back to the throwout arm. By doing 


17. Gearshift lever housing was moved up 
the column and while loose, Lyon short- 
ened the arms, redrilled them for linkage. 


JA a 
* r ; 


16. The engine clears the chassis on the 
left side good too, but the Chevy shift- 
ing arms are too long, must be shortened. 


This installation is not the easiest ever 
tackled but the results should make it rank 
up near the top for performance. The 236 
horsepower and sturdy rear end with the stick 
shift transmission should make this car com- 
pete with the big boys in the gas class even 
though the engine is still in stock condition. 
It can always be souped up. 


18. Mounted back on column with arms 
shortened. Brace beneath column was trim- 
med for shifting rod accessibility to trans. 





Custom Upholstered Trunk Compartments — 
latest attire for the custom car 


tips on trunks 


See 
| 


WE MUST ADMIT that the one phase of customizing we have 

somehow overlooked in the past is that of the trunk compart- 
ment. We plan to remedy this situation right now. On the following 
pages you will find numerous styling ideas accompanied by a very 
informative step-by-step photo story, illustrating how you can stitch 
up a set of custom rugs, pleated bulkhead panels and spare tire cover 
for your own car’s luggage area. A few short years ago the custom 
upholstered trunks as you see pictured here were items strictly limited 
to top customized show cars. But today you will find that the uphol- 
stered trunk compartment is widely accepted, due to its appearance 
and sanitary storage factor. You will notice in the following picture 
examples that the trunk department of any car offers unlimited pos- 
sibility for design. You can go radical making use of various material 
combinations, special tool holders and spare tire covers, or you can 
take the conservative route, that of simply covering bulkhead panels 
with colorful bordered rug material. In any case, the choice is yours. 


A very sanitary appearance is achieved Here is typical radical “show car” 
by using a combination of Naugahyde ma- proach to trunk customizing. Tedio 
terial and carpeting for upbolstering. detailing such as this is expensive, 
Tire cover details trunk off in style. pays off in mantel hardware —trophi 
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Early model cars are no duds for trunk 
rejuvenation. Here is ’32 Ford with 
dual designs of Naugabyde covered rolls, 
pleats in neatly planned deck compartment. 
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The most popular approach to custom 
upholstered trunk compartments 
is this example utilizing 

rug carpeting for entire covering. 
The carpeting is neatly bordered 
with contrasting Naugahyde 
material which lends a sectioned 
off pattern to the luggage 

area. Notice that tools have 
designated slots and that the 
inside trunk gas filler spout és 
neatly covered. 


CONTINUED 
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An excellent ainaale of the design factor that can be built into 
a trunk is this two-toned combination. Pattern carries Naugahyde 
pleats against dark carpeting. Tire cover is unusually designed 
with owner's initial. Deck lid cover carries harlequin motif. 


A combination of carpeting and quilted 
plastic upbolstery waterial was used to 
create this trunk’s appearance. Note bow 
Kid cover ss inserted under structure. 
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Rear bulkhead of this compartment is 
neatly covered with diamond button tufted Hy 
pattern contrasting light carpeting. 


Tire cover is needed for finish tonch.© 
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Added gimmicks, such as special gas cans, 
portable radio speaker, fire extinguisher 
and road flares etc., bring in needy 
points for custom auto show competition. 


A very conservative upholstered trunk 
can be built around simple custom covered 
paneling. Here, side and rear paneling 
are covered with pleated Naugahyde. 


Simple yet very effective design for trunk is this center pattern 
of contrasting pleats bordered by dark carpeting. Custom trunk 
upbolstery saves luggage from being marred or disfigured. 
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OW THAT YOU have had a taste of 

trunk upholstery and the unlimited de- 

sign possibilities, let us now show you in a 

step-by-step manner how any amateur needle 

and thread man can create and stitch up his 

own custom upholstery. Since the trunk com- 

partment is made up mostly of flat cardboard 

paneling, it’s easy to conceive that the require- 

HOW TO ments consist mainly of neatly covering these 
panels with your desired materials. If you have 


UPHOLSTER decided upon incorporating a pleated design, 


YOUR OWN TRUNK then again all that is required is that you 
neatly sew the various pieces of material to- 
gether and stretch them over the panels. In 
the following story we have used the pleated 
design so that we can show you just how the 
two combinations are correctly mated and 
securely attached to the rear side of the various 
panels. “Where do we obtain the materials 
needed for such a job?” This is a common 
question to the do-it-yourself upholsterers. The 
best message we have to pass along is to first 
check in with a local automotive upholstery 
supply house. If this is to no avail, then we 
suggest that you contact a local trim or top 
shop for the purchase. The shop proprietor 
will undoubtedly have samples of material for 
you to choose from, and if he does not have 
the material in stock he can easily place it on 
otder for you. The rug material is a nylon 
automotive rug product called “Curl-Twist”. 
We wish to thank Jack McNeil’s Top Shop 
located in Los Angeles, California, for this 
very informative stitch session. 


is + id 


2. After making up new panels and in- 
rated somewhat it is best to make up _ stalling them back in trunk, determine 
new panels using old omes for patterns. your design and chalk it off on panels. 


1. If your trunk paneling has deterio- 
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3. If pleats are to be used, mark off the 
backing material, Backing material should 
be marked off exactly to pleat’s width. 


5. The two pieces of material for pleats 
are now sewn together. See inset stitch- 
ing diagram for the correct stitch method. 


7. After pleats are stuffed, transfer 
pattern from the panel and cut out 
allowing excess material around edges. 
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4. Mark off top piece on underneath side 
allowing 11-in. for a 1-in. pleat. Always 
allow excess material, top, bottom, sides. 


6. Strips of foam rubber are now stuffed 
into each individual pleat. Small stick 
with material flap is used for insertion. 


8 After cutting the pleated pattern 
to approximate shape, staple it securely 
along the edges to the cardboard panel. 

CONTINUED 
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onto the pleats by using opposite, chalked mate size. It’s advisable to chalk off 
panel, laying it on top, then pressing. an alignment mark where curve starts, 


a’ ae ae : +. 7 Let : 

ee se? me SS of i - ae -e é moe; 
11. Next, a welt strip is made up to sep- 12. The welt strip is first sewn to the 
arate the two pieces of material when face side of the top cap piece, then 
sewn together (see stitch diagram above). both are sewn to the pleated section. 


cA 


13. When sewing ‘cap piece and welt 14. Padding is mow stapled to top of 
strip divider to pleated section, check panel. Fold excess padding back over 
alignment. (Use stitching diagram above). stapled area, then draw cap over padding. 
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15. After drawing the cap piece tightly 16. Now place half upholstered panel onto 
over the padding, secure it to the back carpeting cutting a piece of material to 


of the panel with numerous staples. the exact size of the lower panel section. 


' 
? sce =2 & scm <5 


17. The carpeting piece is now bordered 18. Along the top part of the carpet, 


with strips of Naugahyde material. Use where it will join with pleated section, 
stitching diagram above for sewing border. imsert a small tack strip under border. 


. 
= 


19, The lower carpet piece is butted up 20. Here is completed panel; a combina- 
against the pleated section and secured tion of rolls, pleats and rug. Various 


by tacking it through strip, to panel. cutouts for obstructions are compulsory. 
CONTINUED 
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MAKING 
A PLEATED TIRE ¢ 


HE MAKE UP of this combination pleated 
tire cover is basically the same as last 


month’s canvas spare tire bonmet that we 


showed you how to thread togethér. The only 
difference separating the two is ‘that this 
month’s project utilizes a combination of 
Naugahyde and rug material for making up 
the cover in place of the previous canvas-mai 

covering of a month ago. For pleat making 
revert back to the step-by-step process illus- 
trated in the previous section on the trunk 
panel upholstery. Notice also that the rug 


1. Lay carpeting over tire and mark off 
circumference along sidewall with chalk. 


Cut the rug material with scissors. 
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facing material of the cover does not fig all 
the way up to the combination pleated Aread 
cover. This seam is actually made up/of the 
rug’s Naugahyde border which is /securely 
sewn to the thread cover with a/welt bead 
sewn in between the two pieces, Shock cord is 
used to secure the cover over the tire which 


gap be seen in the last photo of the story. Like 
‘we said nishing touch to any up- 


holstered trunk is a sanitary appearing tire 
cover. That's what gets those extra points at 
the auto shows, so why go only half way? 


ng e 


2. Rug material is now bordered with 
strip of Naugabyde material (see stitch 
ing diagram no. 17 im previous story). 


* Weds 
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3, Tire tread section is combination of 


pleats and plain material. See lead 
photo at left (use stitch diagram no. 13) 


5. Here is tire cover up to this phase. 
Notice how each section is sewn together. 
I?s minus securing shock cord at rear. 


1. When assembling tire and cover, first 
sip cover on tire half way, tighten 
Spare tire in place, then slip cover over. 
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4. Tire tread section and tire’s face 
cover are now sewn together. Use stitch- 
ing diagram no. 13 im previous story. 


6. Shock cord is sewn into a cover very 
similar to a welt strip. Once covered, 
it is then sewn to the tread cover. 


8. Rear view gives you a bird’s eye view 
of how the rear shock cord is positioned 
securely holding tire cover to tire. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 64 
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—a Stimulating Saga of 
Threatened Friendship! 


HAT HAD ONCE been our sweet little 

’32 street roadster now was two piles of 
assorted parts and accessories on the floor of 
the garage. Even the 51 Merc V8 powerplant 
was torn down and distributed into the twin 
piles. Only the body and frame remained 
intact. 

My ex-buddy and partner in drag racing, 
Mesher McGear, glared at me and reached 
for the cutting-torch. “How’ll be the best way 
— lengthwise or across? You name it, jerk!” 

I held up a,restraining hand, The same hand 
which helped build this wreckage and pilot 
it to many a glorious victory. 

“No sense in ruining it just for spite,” I 
said frostily. “Let's get somebody — maybe, 
Panky Wilson —to sell it for us and we'll 
divide the loot evenly.” 

“Sounds okay to me,” snarled Mesh. He 
turned in the doorway and narrowed his eyes. 
“Remember, jerk, I know what's in my pile 
of goodies. I find anything missing — I'll use 
your head for a volleyball.” Then he strutted 
out the doorway, taking the battered and 
maimed remains of our once-close friendship 
with him. 

“Peasant!” I hissed. I tossed one last look 
at the scattered components that had once 
been the fastest street roadster ever to come 
out of a backyard workshop and then I, too, 
departed; heading for home to clean up before 
meeting that wonderous (38-24-38) creature, 
Lily McDilly...the living doll over whose 
affections my partner and I had come up 
clashing. 

Several weeks previously, we'd met her at 
a drag race in the next town. Instantly, both 
Mesh and I were smitten with her delectable 
(38-24-38) charms and her marvelous person- 
ality. It was just a matter of human nature 


and time before my boyhood pal and I, Speed 
McSpindle, “Champion of the drag strips,” 
were at each other’s throats over her. 

Neither would let the other have het. 
Neither would graciously step aside and find 
another chick. And the beautiful Lily couldn't 
make up her mind which of us was to be the 
lucky guy to let her wear his Club Jacket. 

A real mess, and one which inevitably end- 
ed with our dividing the ’32 and going out 
separate ways...in order to woo this dream 
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fem. Ob enchanting (38-24-38) Lily McDilly, 
I thought, You'd better be worth it, because 
I'm going to have an awfully hard time get- 
ting used to buses again. 

Suddenly, a wickedly built “T” roadster 
tumbled up beside me. In it sat my worst com- 
petitor, Chad McCad. He grinned fatly and 
motioned me over to the curb. 

“What's on your alleged mind?” I snapped. 

“Hear you busted up that wreck of yours?” 
thortled Chad merrily, his close-set little eyes 
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popping with mean glints. “Thought I might 
interest you in a deal?” 

“You have the wrong guy,” I said. “I don’t 
fix races.” 

He really laughed that one up, but the 
laughter was entirely on his face. His eyes 
betrayed his reaction to my skillful thrust; 
Chad had a reputation for being mixed up in 
many a shady deal. 

“Wanna sell me your share of the parts and 

CONTINUED 
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goodies, man?” — 

“I might,” I admitted. 

“Uh...say, fifteen bucks for the whole 
works?” 

I leaned closer to him. “Saaay!” I gasped, 
“that’s quite a hole you've got in your head! 
Draft bother you much?” 

“All right already, make it twenty even 
since I remember the chopped flywheel, that 
converted ignition and those big slicks. Twenty 
bucks and I'll haul it away from the garage 
for you. A deal man?” Chad’s sallow face 
tightened hopefully. 

“Twenty dollars, eh?” I pretended to con- 
sider the offer, wondering why Chad was so 
anxious to get his hands on the parts. I knew 
his car was pretty well buile, but I never 
dreamed he needed good parts that badly. 
“You better see a doctor, Chad,” I said, sym- 
pathetically. ‘That hole in your head is getting 
bigger every minute. Almost as big as your 
oversized mouth — and neither of them match 
that little-bitty brain.” 

He roared away, gunning the V8, furiously, 
until I thought he might take to the air. But 
he'd gotten the general idea. I felt better, 
somehow, al! the way home. 

That night, I went over to the enthralling 
Lily’s house. She met me at the door and, for 
ten seconds, the world spun faster while my 
blood bubbled quietly. This girl, 1 thought, 
clutching the porch-rail for support, is as 
cuddleysas a trainload of teddybears. I'm prone 
to understatements, even in my thinking. 

She wore a skin-tight slacksuit that seemed 
to cling frantically in all the interesting places. 
If she were any curvier, | decided, she’d be 
banned. 

“Oh, Speed!” she murmured, softly. “I bet 
you walked all the way over here, just to see 
me. You poor thing!” 

I tried to look as pitiful as possible. You 
never know... 

“I’m awfully sorry, Speed, but I’ve already 
promised to —” 

Cold water couldn’t have done a better job. 

“You've got a date?” I groaned, “You've al- 
ready got a date?” 

She nodded sadly. 

“Uh... anybody I know?” 

She smiled teasingly. “That would be tell- 
ing and,” she leaned closer until I thought I 
was going to faint from pure pleasure, “I’m 
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—"I’m not a girl who tells... anything!” 
I almost fainted from pure pleasure, 


not a girl who tells ... anything!” 

I wondered, for a fleeting moment, if they'd 
miss Mesher very much and where I could 
hide the body. 

“Maybe ... next... time... honey?” Her 
voice was sheer velvet. And then she planted 
a white-hot smooch smack-dab on my unpre- 
pared, astounded mouth. The whole universe 
flared brightly and stars began dropping all 
around me. When I came to, the front door 
was closed. I picked myself up from the lawn 
and heartily cursed weaklings who couldn't 
take high-voltage contact without passing out 
at the crucial moment. 

Just then, Mesher bounced up the walk. 

“Tossed you out, eh? I ain’t surprised. You 
just ain’t her type. Remember, | said it first, 
jerk.” He needed two heads to wear the wide, 
nasty grin he unbent on me. Hastily, I pulled 
myself to my full height and gave him my 
best “get- back - under - your-rock-before-some- 
body-steps-ow-you” stare. 

“And to think I once called you friend,” I 
said scathingly. “I must have been out of my 
mind.” 

“Well,” he growled, “you were, ever since 
I knew you — only it was one of those things 
your best friend won't tell you. Now that you 
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fell on your face, jerk, whyn’tcha take off and 
let a real lover give the girl a try?” 

I laughed, at this bit of nonsense, all the 
way home — but my laughter sounded strained 
...even to my ears. No doubt about it, that 
Mesher McGear was beating my time with the 
rapturous Lily — and I was, temporarily, stall- 
ed. What if he didn’t clean his fingernails 
regularly? He'd gotten the date, hadn't he? 

For a week I continued trying to get a date, 
but failed each time. Either the breath-taking 
Lily had already accepted somebody else’s offer 
or, by the time I had hit her house — she had 
departed. “Gad,” I complained hoarsely to my- 
self, as I slouched away from her house for 
the fiftieth time, “That Mesh must have talent 
he hasn’t even used yet. And here I always 
figured he was strictly limited to building hot 
engines. Curses!” 

Then, I came across my competitor-in- 
romance glumly parked on a bus bench. He 
raised listless eyes and surveyed me with a 
dulled expression. Silently, I sat down next to 
him, prepared to admit defeat as gracefully as 
possible. 

“Mesh, old man —” I began, hesitantly. 

“Ahhbhhhhh, don’t say it, Speed,” he said 
dispiritedly. “I’m licked and I know it. For 
old times’ sakes, don’t pour salt in my wound- 
ed soul. I guess I should have known, all 
along, you were more her type.” 

“B-But, I thought —” I stopped, a chilled 
feeling of vague horror wafting menacingly 
through my nervous-system. “Mesh,” I croaked 
harshly, “Haven't you been taking her out 
all week?” 

“Nah,” he confessed dourly. “But you have, 
haven’t you?” 

“No, I haven't,” I rasped suspiciously. 

We stared at each other —and the awful 
tealization slowly filtered into our stupified 
minds. “Come on,” I said, pulling a stunned 
Mesher to his feet, “let’s grab a cup of coffee, 
old buddy, and think this out.” 

Easing ourselves into a back booth at the 
Bon Ton Java Den, we ordered and sat quietly 
contemplating the problem as though the solu- 
tion might float up, any moment, in the clouds 
of steam from our cups. 

Without warning, the couple in the next 
booth began talking. 

“Oh, baby-doll!” chortled the snide voice 
that could only belong to Chad McCad, “you 
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| —"They'll never make that big NHRA 
Championship Drag Meet now... doll!” 


really did it! Those suckers fell for the whole 
act! You oughta be in the movies, doll! I’ve 
never seen such a great job of acting — as you 
leading those two squares along!” 

“It was a cinch, Chad, honey!” 

Mesh and I flinched at the silken sound of 
the treacherous Lily McDilly’s amused voice. 

“They'll never make the big NHRA 
Championship meet at the new drag strip now, 
doll!” Chad's voice was light with relief. “I 
really worried up a storm about them taking 
all the class trophies, until you dreamed up 
this terrific plan!” “Well, honey,” cooed the 
blackhearted Lily, “I just figured they couldn’t 
be a bother if they had no car to enter. Ob- 
viously, it was only a simple matter of getting 
them to split up, dividing that rapid machine 
of theirs at the same time.” She giggled a 
wicked giggle. “I hope you appreciate me, 
Chad, honey, because you'll never know how 
I had to force myself to pretend with those 
icks. I don’t know which one was the most 
repulsive!” 

“You're my doll!” Chad said warmly. “And, 
after I’ve taken the street roadster class at the 
Championship drag meet, I'll take you out to 
every one of those fancy nightclubs you been 
wanting to see, baby!” 

Suddenly, I twisted in my seat and grabbed 

CONTINUED 
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Mesh just as he tried to stand up, holding a 
cup ready to be flung into the next booth 
where the plotters sat — unaware we had heard 
every last, dastardly word. 

“Don’t do it, old chum!” I hissed. 

Mesh looked blankly down at me. 

“Tl explain later,” I whispered. 

An hour later, we sat in the garage amid 
the twin piles of dismantied parts that had 
once been the soul and energy of our rapid 
little street roadster. 

“Boy, talk about jerks — that’s us!” Mesh 
snarled bitterly. 

“Pretty clever of them,” I mused. “We just 
naturally forgot about that Championship 
meet — once she started to work on us. Well,” 
I surveyed the litter around me, “the problem 
now, is, can we rebuild the car in the six days 
remaining before the drags come off?” 

“Sure,” said Mesh, “Everything's here ex- 
cept the frame and the body and if —” He 
stopped and we stared at each other in terror. 

“Great gabbling gads!” 1 whimpered. “Pan- 
ky Wilson’s probably sold them by now!” 

“We've had it, we’ve had it,” Mesh moaned 
softly. 

“No, by gad!” I protested. “We'll not give 
up the car that easily! We'll fight! We'll per- 
severe! We'll take it to City Hall, if necessary, 
but we'll not go under unless we go under 
with grease on our noses and wrenches clutched 
tightly in our hands! Not for nothing are we 
red-blooded, young Americans whose very 
heritage was won through facing horrendous 
odds and improbable barriers! If we're real 
hot rodders, we'll find a way to be on that 
starting line next week ...if we have to beat 
a frame and body out of sheet metal with our 
own courageous fists!” 

“Yeah?” Mesh’s face shimmered with re- 
newed hope. “Where do you get ideas like 
that, hey?” 

“I read CAR CRAFT,” I replied modestly. 
“Let's find Panky Wilson and see if he’s sold 
the frame and body yet.” 

Panky was sympathetic as he withdrew 
$10.34 from his left tennis shoe and put it in 
my hand. “Sorry, fellas, but that’s all I could 
get for you. Had to sell both the frame and 
body for junk.” 

“Which junkyard?” I demanded. 

“I don’t remember,” he admitted. “I went 
to so many, trying to get you the best possible 
price —” 


—"That’s what I like about you, you're 
always a gracious loser, Chad. PREPARE 
TO BE GRACIOUS JUST ONCE MORE!” 


“WE'VE HAD IT!” screamed Mesh in 
agony. 

My darting eyes fell upon Panky’s beauti- 
fully restored ’24 Model “T”. In the dim re- 
cesses of my frantic mind, desperate machinery 
began turning, wheels began rotating ... 
shaping . . . formulating . . . and an idea pop- 
ped forth, brilliant and daring in concept. 

“Panky,” I said, smiling generously, “How 
would you like to be a third partner in a 
trophy-winning street roadster?” 

“Now, wait a minute —’’: Panky laid a pro- 
tecting hand on the ebony finish of his well- 
kept “T”. “You'd have to go cutting and 
chopping and changing it all to ---- and gone, 
and J —” 

“I'd be real careful!” Mesh assured him, 
running an expert's calculating eye over the 
trim little car. 

“Panky, old buddy-buddy, old chum, old... 
partner,” I crooned, “Are you going to stand 
there with your naked face hanging out and 
tell me you wouldn’t love to have all the 
photographers taking pictures of you, Panky 
“Third-Man” Wilson, sitting at the wheel of 
the street roadster which has just rattled away 
with the biggest trophies in its class?” 

“Well, gee, I never thought of —“Panky’s 
eyes sparkled with joy at this prospect. 

“Think how happy this little old “T-Bone’ 
will be to have a big, powerful V8 mill — with 
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all the goodies chromed — to send it smoothly 
around town...and thundering to victory 
over that quarter mile,” suggested Mesh, 
fondling the “T”’. 

“It's a deal!” chirped Panky, his face glow- 
ing with happiness. 

In the five hectic days and nights that fol- 
lowed, the three of us worked like beavers 
getting double-time. The little ‘24 “T” under- 
went major surgery beneath the skilled hands 
of Mesh, while Panky and I began installing 
the V8. One by one, part by part, all the good- 
ies went back into place. On the fifth night, 
we stood stained and strained, and as Mesh 
jabbed the starter the “IT” trembled with the 
sudden roar as the mill came to life. 

“Eureka!” I cried. 

“Good as ever!” Mesh exulted. 

“GEE, WHIZ!" breathed Panky. 

The rest was as easy as falling off a greased 
log. 

Next morning, the drag strip was jammed 
with spectators, sponsors and competition cars 
of all descriptions. After a short period de- 
voted to opening ceremonies, the qualifying 
runs began. As the first elimination heat for 
the street roadster class was called, I found 


myself shaking hands with my two partners, 
and then eased the little black beauty up to 
the cone-dotted starting line. 

Beside me sat Chad, confident and assured 
once he had glanced and satisfied himself that 
I wasn't tooling the dreaded car that had waxed 
him so many times. Carefully, I throttled down 
so he wouldn't suspect what throbbed beneath 
the hood of the innocent appearing “T-Bone.” 

“Borrowed a jalopy, eh, dad?” Chad grinned 
toothily. “Well, I guess we've gotta be demo- 
cratic about this race.” 

“That's what I’ve always admired about 
you,” I stated flatly. “You're a gracious loser, 
Chad. Prepare yourself to be gracious again.” 

The flag dropped... and we flashed down 
the strip. 

Deliberately, I waited at the finish line until 
Chad idled noisely down the return route, his 
pale face peering bewilderedly at me. He had 
the stricken expression of a small boy who has 
been told he’s just eaten his pet rooster: Sick, 
you know. 

“Some jalopy, eh, old man!” J said evenly. 

There were some good men driving good 
cars that day, but none were able to take our 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 61 


Mesher and I raised our beads —and then, without 2 single glance at her, we non- 
chalantly stroked by the timing stand and the phoney (24-24-38) Lilly McDilly. 
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BROADWAY 
AUTO BODY 


RESTYLES 
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HIS MONTH we stop over in Chula Vista, 
California, for our “Restyling’” caper with 
tomizer Robbie Martinez’s new Broadway 
uto Body Shop, doing all honors. Serving 
this month's project is the '55 Plymouth, 
mode! that many of you have requested, and 
one that we ourselves have had an appealing 
for since its new styling inception. There 
one element about this particular Plymouth 
that makes it a natural for customizing and 
that is its basic body design. It possesses the 
coveted flight sweep “‘jet-tailed” styling that all 
present customizers seem to be striving to 
hieve. It can be safely said, that the '55 
Plymouth is one of the easiest and least ex- 
ive, late automotive products to build a 

i eustom car around because of this basic sim- 
\Pplicity. The price list bears out this statement. 


BODY MODIFICATIONS 


Side trim alteration makes up the largest 
modification to the actual body. A very stylish 
o-tone wedged effect was created by com- 
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bining ‘56 Studebaker trim with stock rub 
strips already installed on the Plymouth. The 
top section of the pointed spear is stock Plym- 
outh trim which has been modified slightly. 
The bottom section that diminishes off into the 
rear fender skirt airscoop is a portion of trim 
from a Studebaker President. Door handles 
were removed and replaced with the conven- 
tional custom treatment of an electrical push 
button system. ’51 Mercury skirts have been 
adapted to rear wheel openings. The leading 
edge. of the skirts have been reshaped slightly 
to lend an airscoop effect (see CAR CRAFT, 
October ’55 for step-by-step constructional 
feature). The three small trim teeth protrud- 
ing from the scoop’s opening emanate from 
the rear fender of a 53 Mercury. 


HOOD, GRILLE AND HEADLIGHT 
MODIFICATIONS 


The front end of the Plymouth underwent 
quite a face lifting session. All chrome trim 


was removed from hood, grille and headlights. 
CONTINUED 


—— ad 
Pog 


Illustrations by Robert Cadaret 





RESTYLING THE ’55 PLYMOUTH continues 


The outer grille frame, housing the three hori- 
zontal ’55 Chrysler grille bars, is originally 
from a ’55 Chevrolet pickup truck. The Chevy 
truck grille frame was set into the Plymouth’s 
grille cavity and then paneled in with sheet 
metal. With chrome headlight inner inset trim 
pieces removed, inner fender paneling was 
simply detailed out and painted. Front bumper 
has all attachment bolt holes filled in to match 
off in similarity with the horizontal Chrysler 
grille bars. 


READ FENDER AND TAILLIGHT 
MODIFICATIONS : 


Rear fenders were only modified enough to 
accept the large ‘56 Lincoln Capri taillight 
lenses. Round rod was used to obtain the 
smoothly contoured edge around the Capri 
lenses. All exterior trim from the deck lid 
has been removed and attachment holes filled. 
Highlighting the rear of the body is the '55 
Pontiac rear bumper backed up by a small 


mesh screen which has been copper plate 
Rear exhaust tips have been neatly brougl 
out through wrap around sections of 
bumper. The body has been lowered b 
front and rear approximately four inches. { 
front, a lowering kit was installed while4 
the rear the frame was C’d and the spring 
de-arched. Special made spinner hubcaps ha 
been made up for wheel covers. j 
When comparing Robbie’s customiz 
Plymouth to the stock photographs of the g 
the Plymouth basic body lines are still ve 
legible with only a slight disguising element 
apparent. This is what makes the late Plym 
outh a natural for the customizer, he caal 
achieve a fine appearing custom for a mini 
mum amount of restyling work. If you have 
any doubts, check over the total price of 
Robbie's particular model. For you readers 
who wish to write to Robbie Martinez, or pos- 
sibly visit the shop, the address is Broadway 
Auto Body, 663 Broadway, Chula Vista, Calif. 
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= 
id custom grille 
off front bumper 
Rove trim from hood 
wove door handies and Install 
slectrical push button system 
side trim 
56 Lincoin Capri 
isillights 
trim from trunk lid and 
ual cable relecse 


BE 


( 
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PARTS AND PRICE LIST 


Lobor 
$100.00 
35.00 
35.00 


50.00 
40.00 


Parts 
$ 41.70 


Install '55 Pontiac reor bumper 

Adapt copper plated mesh 
screen below deck 

Rovte exhaust through bumper 

Lower 4-ins. both front ond rear 
(de-orch springs and C-frome) 

Three-tone lacquer paint job 

Toto! 





AIS MONTH we stop over at George 

Cerny’s Custom Body Shop located in 
Compton, California, for our fifth part of 
“Customizing The Chevy”. George's talented 
brother, Karl, takes you step-by-step through 
the installation of °55 Plymouth taillights for 
the Chev’s rear fenders. The Plymouth blink- 
ers lend the fenders some ten inches of ex- 
tension and incorporate the popular “jet-tail” 
styling which now has become a very popular 
fad with the custom car fraternity. The in- 
stallation is one of a major alteration, but an 
innovation that can be handled by the amateur 
customizer if necessary body working tools 
are available, and if he carefully takes time 
with component alignment and metal fill in. 
There are several other methods, styles and 
designs that have been created utilizing the 
°55 Plymouth taillight which can be found 
pictured on page 44 in this issue. 


~ 


1. Ferst take one of the ’55 P 
taillight housings and make a tem 


CUSTOMIZING 
Lee CHEwv YT 


part V 


by Dick Day 


Installing ’55 
Plymouth taillights 
in '49-'’52 
Chevrolets 





With a side contour template made, 
ibe off the shape onto the fender. 


Once alignment and fender is marked, 
¢ away the fender along scribed lines. 


Inner fender paneling is marked off 
d small section removed with tin snips. 
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3. Check position and alignment to fender. 
Note that position is at tip of fender. 


ion of rear fender has been 


5. After secti 
removed, check out alignment once more. 


/ a 
7. The lower rear corner of inner fender 


panel must now be hammered in slightly. 
CONTINUED 


39 





re . - a > : * - ah 
8. Cut a small piece of sheet metal fit- 9. Tack braze filler piece to inner § 
ting inner side. Check alignment again. then braze in lower attachment stra’ b 


oD colt 


10. Snip off the small lower flange on 11. The housings are much easier to b 
the taillight’s bousing and grind smooth. dle if sections are spot brazed togetha 


- x ‘ - : Se % 


12. Now temporarily secure taillight bous- 13. Align housing in opening, then brai 
ing to lower mounting strap with screw. attachment strap just inside of d 
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With housing aligned and secured, cut 15, Cut sheet metal piece from template, 
dboard template of area to be filled. then braze it solidly to the fender. 


aoe d ‘ N 
17. Sheet metal piece is brazed to fender. 
opposite side and transferred to metal. Lower area is filled im same manner. 


ere ; ~N ve 
j , Another cardboard template is made 


a p id Ri Fi 
} Another small attachment strap is 19. Remove the bumper. Grind new exten- 
ed in upper section of opening. sion semi-smooth with electrical grinder. 
CONTINUED 
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CUSTOMIZING THE CHDVY continued 


ws 


20. Clean all braze thoroughly with 21. With area completely tinned, 
rotary brush and drill, then tin area. stick lead onto surface with torch b 


22. The taillight housing is now placed 
into. position and secured in opening. 


24. After leading operation is completed 25. Small curved vixen file is used 
band file surface smooth with vixen file. file tight inmer contours to perfectio 
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Ss : eP” % 
. The complete working area is now 27. Metal prep and wax and grease re- 
ed smooth and paint feather-edged, mover is applied to thoroughly clean area. 


8. Surface is brought to perfection by 
+t prime painting, then blocksanding. 


4 b a at 
D. The Plymouth taillight’s bulb assem- 30. Here is job completed. Plymouth tail- 
is neatly spliced into Chev’s wiring. light lend Chev substantial extension. 
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STYLE REPORT 


Knife edge fender effect is lent this late 
model Oldsmobile with Plymouth tail- 
lights. Stainless steel outer frame, or 
bezel, is neatly frenched into fenders. 





E COMPONENT that offers a multis 

of restyling combinations is the 
tailed” ’55 Plymouth taillight assembly. We 
have encountered numerous innovations ¢ 
the past few months using this particular ite 
all displaying unique appearance. The size 
the assembly is such that it can be installed; 
just about any late model car, and in 
manners. Common practice is to use the asse 
bly just as it emanates from the Plym¢ 
dealer's stock bins. A more radical appro 
is to french in the outer stainless steel f 
to the fender lending a molded cavity for 
dual lens assembly. For a few example instal 
tions check out the following photographs @ 4 
noting several styling combinations that 
be. employed. ' 


e 0} 


ig 
eth 


A very stylish installation complimeg, ,, 
this late Cadillac’s rear fenders. Aghy, el 
the outer housing was frenched to fena tie 
Kick-up was fabricated from sheet mek uth 


‘m 
Ag 


meu 


cR 


A 


¢ of the more novel innova- 

is this arrangement of 
ing two assemblies butted 
ether in frenched manner. 


e small fenders of the late 
del Studebaker take on an 
tive extension with Ply- 
uth’s “jet-tailed” lights. 
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’49~S51 Ford rear fenders ac- 
cept the Plymouth taillight 
assemblies very nicely. Here, 
Plymouth taillights are used 
exactly as they come from the 
Plymouth dealer's stock bins. 


Bulbous rear fenders of the 
4951 Mercury possess a unique 
tunneled effect with the 
frenched in Plymouth blinkers. 





BUDGET BEAU 


The rear view is so smooth that it is 
hard to be sure just what bas been changed. 
The spare tire was removed from over 
the gas tank and ’39 Ford taillights bave 
been set into the rear fenders. License is 
bracketed on the stock '34 rear bumper. 


Proof that it doesn't 
take a mint to build a fi 


little street coupe 


photos by Bob D’Olivo 


Clean appearance of the engine com 

partment in Nat Reeder’s ’34 almost 

makes you think that there isn'tt 
enough in there to turn the wheels, ¥ 
In spite of this, the engine is bored ty 
and stroked, the cam is by Winfield, 
heads and manifold by Edelbrock and 
it goes. Batiery box was cut into thee 
firewall, wall then aluminum paneled, F. 


job, turned out a rolled and plem 
leatherette interior of red and whiti& 
match paint, Chris-Craft boat deck r 
was bonded to the stock running bo 





ER 5 ae eee 
“SpE ue HOE. 


ib overhead view reveals a white fabric 
which matches the white rubber mat 
the running boards and gives the ex- 
or a two-tone Torch red and white fin- 
although all of the body metal is red. 

bumper, grille are stock, rechromed, 
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Suspension is stock except for three inch 
Dago axle up front, de-arched spring in 
back. Aluminum side panels with small 
louvers were made by Wells Body Shop of 
Los Angeles who also removed parking 
lights and did rest of body work, paint. 


DYNAMOMETER 


TESTS 


Horsepower 
Before After 


With this Carter four-barrel carbu- 
retor, 55 Plymouth V8 rating is 177 
horsepower, 104 of which is registered 
at rear wheels. Only non-stock item 
on engine before test was ignition. 


E HAVE a fellow in our office 

drives a ’55 Plymouth V8 station ws 
and is rather loud and outspoken as to § 
merits of his machine. Up until just the o 
day, we could usually shut him up with 
“drag-it-out” but now, it looks as tho 
we are in for a never ending seige of vettm 
abuse because he sneaked out to the Of 
hauser Equipment Corp., 5156 Alham 
Road, Los Angeles 32, California and lo 
up on carburetors. 

His car is of the stick shift variety and 
formerly equipped with the factory power f 
of four-barrel Carter carburetor and dual 
haust system. Sonny’s glass packed muff 
had been substituted for the stock mufflers 
a Spalding “flame-thrower” dual ignition 
used in place of the stock ignition. These 
the only non-stock items and we do relu 
admit that the car ran well enough to eli 
nate some of the cars in the back parking 

This latest move, however, has apparé 
given him the upper hand and we are desti 
to receive much static. The Offenhauser tri 
manifold used will fit °53 to 55 Dodge 
and the 55 Plymouth V8. Before the in 
tion was made, the car was placed on Off 


CONTIN 
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extra carburetion satisfies the healthy appetite 
of this OHV engine and increases power 


wDeep 
Sreathimng for 
E lyrmrmouth Ws 


a 


moval of stock intake manifold on’55 engines is not hard as only water must be drained. 
ding ignition later had to be turned around, so leads would clear new manifold. 


ys 





Offenbauser triple manifold for ’55 Plym- 
out V8 will also fit ’53-"56 Dodge V8 (ex- 
cept 315 inch engine). Design is 180°. 


hauser’s Clayton chassis dyno and maximum 
horsepower checks made at 500 rpm incre- 
ments from 2,000 to 4,000 rpm. The maxi- 
mum was at 3,500 rpm where a reading of 
104 hp was reached. All runs were made in 
high gear. : 

With the manifold and three Holley 94 
carburetors (713-S) replacing the stock car- 
buretor, a test run was made and the carbu- 


Three Holley 94 carburetors were 
Vacuum for ignition was taken fro 
with top passage of split vacuum ble 


retion determined to be slightly lean 
stock #51 metering jets were enlarged 
a .052 drill and the car then dyno tested 
in the same manner as before the ins 
This time the horsepower remained 


the same as stock up to 3,000 rpm bas 


creased quickly above this point when ¢ 
gine started taking advantage of the 
carburetion provided by the three 


Bolting the Offenhauser intake manifold to the engine was an easy job as all bolt ® 


were in perfect alignment, ports matched the intake ports in the beads very 
ge ~s 


‘ 





ter four-barrel worked very good on 
be engine but was susceptible to sloshing 
medium cornering, flooding engine, 


ith a total venturi area of 4.14 square inches. 
enturi area for the Carter quad was 3.54 
quare inches. 
Where the engine formerly reached a 
imum at 3,500 rpm of 104 hp, the read- 
ng went up to 108 hp and where it formerly 
iropped off to 102 hp at 4,000 rpm, the 
ower increased slightly to 109 hp. No tests 
ere made above 4,000 rpm but subsequent 


Fuel block, fittings, clamps and neoprene 
hose in Offenbauser kit provide all neces- 
sary pieces for hookup from fuel pump. 


acceleration test showed the upper rpm range 
to be greatly improved. 

At press time, there hadn’t been an oppor- 
tunity to race against time at one of the local 
drag strips but the driver noise has reached 
a new high level in the office and we've all 
been invited to appear at the strip next Sun- 
day to try our luck. Too bad, but I have an 
important date elsewhere Sunday! 


set for the dyno test to see if there will be a horsepower increase to compare with 
abe increase in venturi area. Pipes were much louder since there is no manifold beat. 
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This well tailored ’°48 Plymouth convertible represents ambitious tal 
of owner Allen Edwards of Burbank, California, and metal man frient, 
Curly Davis. The customized ragtop was constructed in Davis’ backyai 
over a period of twelve months with both boys sharing the labo 
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backyard bred—this ‘48 Plymouth points 
up its thrifty customizing potentials 


photos by Bob D'Olivo 
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‘Mock grille was supplanted with ’47 Olds- 
eM bile grille bars. Notice how round rod 
"6s used to create smooth edge along top 
upper grille bar. Headlights were 
hed to fenders using ’49 Ford bead- 
ht rims. Nose of hood bas been modified 
blend with molded frontal appearance. 
lnose strip hides bood’s center seam. 
illights are stock items, but lend them- 

es very well to trimless. deck -lid-and-— 
Chevy rear license plate guard. Stock 
cap and spout have been moved to 
ide of fender with Chevy gas flap 
cealing opening. Body of Plymouth 
been lowered approximately 3 inches. 
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GRAB BAG Here you see a’S5 Dodge “Lance 
hubcap that has had an ordinary 
grease retainer cap added ta c 
WE HAVE commented on the pres- 
ent hubcap craze several times over 
the last few months ‘til now we feel it 
necessary to preview a few of these. cre- 
ative wheel covers. Hubcaps definitely fit 
that department of those “little things 
that really add the finish touch to any 
custom car.” It’s rather a shame to knock 
yourself out building a really fine piece 
of customized equipment, only to drop 
the ball with the finishing details. Rem- 
edy for this can be found in the follow- 
ing pictures showing you how to make 
up inexpensive wheel covers with that 
unusual appearance. 


with a little 
imagination — stock 
and accessory 
hubcaps can be 
easily transposed 
iis tetas aleniislil: te-tu alee te into dazzling 


the centers of bladed hubcaps to match “special blend” 
up with the exterior color of your car. 
wheel covers 


The late trimless Studebaker hubcap wi 
an accessory knock-off piece adapted } 


A ’S51 Ford grille spinner piece 
makes up the center component for 
this accessory snap-on wire wheel. 





A different spinner kick is this ’51 
Dodge cap with accessory spinner and 
two ’53 Ford truck grille teeth. 


A very unique combination is this plain 
“Fiesta” Oldsmobile hubcap with ’56 Buick 
bumper guard insert adapted in center. 
e Ly ‘ 3 omy > x 
Spectal made brands are popular items. 
ere ’53 Cad hubcap has special make 
pokes with hand made knock-off piece. 


nother very sanitary effect is created 
by adapting a late Chevy Corvette center 


Novel in appearance, yet inexpensive and 
simple built, is this ’55 Chevy hubcap 
with three “Fiesta’ Oldsmobile blades. 
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ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH: 


Chicmed Bt wbteb tntlades three 
blades per spinner is selling at $14.98. 


56 


Universal 


Hubcap Spinner 
and Blades 


OR ALL YOU custom fans who have bee 

digging around the junkyards and ot 
various automotive houses seeking out mateti 
to make spinners for your hubcaps — 
EASE! California Custom Accessory 
facturing Company has just announced a b 
new accessory item that will really get the 
done, and with just about any combinat 
that you wish to come up with. The new p 
age consists of four chromed spinners that 
bolt up to any type of hubcap whether 
wheel covers are late style or earlier desig 
The spinner kits also come with those n 
sought after Oldsmobile “Fiesta” blades 
flippers for a slight addition in cost. And 
wrap the whole thing up, the blades or fig 
pers can be purchased separately for multi 
adaptions for seventy-five cents each. Wh 
placing orders write to California Cust 
Accessory Manufacturing Company, 301 Wey’ 
Jefferson Boulevard, Los Angeles 7, Calif. 


Plain chrome spinner kit (4) with fi 
instructions can be purchased for $9.9 


CAR C 
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The above photographs show you three of the spimner and blade combinations that 
can be easily assembled. Extra blades can be purchased for nominal 75¢ each. 


ll. When adapting spinner to hubcap, first 2. Insert threaded bolt into inner spin- 
[enter punch hubcap, then drill hole. mer’s strap, then secure nut both sides. 


The last step consists of securely 4. For plastic centered hubcaps, remove 
olting the spinner directly to bubcap. centers and use strap to secure spinners. 
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WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? 


THCHNICAL EHDITO 
ERAT OE ANNETTE TEES 


LIGHT ON HORSEPOWER 
Dear Ray: 

What can be done to a completely stock 
1955 standard 88 Olds four door hardtop to 
give it faster pickup and more horsepower? 
It's not slow but it could be faster, I believe. 
It has only 185 horsepower, not much com- 
pared to most of the newer cars. 

— Jerry Jamicki 
Chicago, Ill. 


Being a standard ‘‘88"" Olds, your car is the 
economy model of the Olds line. Not only is 
your car equipped with a two-barrel carbu- 
retor instead of the four-barrel model but it is 
also equipped with a 3.08 rear end ratio. The 
four-door hardtop models are fairly heavy and 
the gear ratio is definitely on the high side for 
acceleration. The first step you can make to in- 
creése acceleration would be to install the 3.23 
Super “88” gears or better yet, the 3.42 “98” 
gears in the rear end. If this does not bring 
performance up to where you are satisfied, in- 
stall the four barrel manifold and carburetor 
used as standard equipment on Super “*88"" and 
“98” models. This shovid theoretically give 
your engine 202 horsepower and although this 
might sound low compared to some of the other 
‘new cars, | believe you'll find that Oldsmobile's 
horsepower ratings are perhaps on the con- 
servative side and your car should be pretty 
snappy. If this doesn't do it, you can work the 
heads over a little and start giving it the hot 
rod treatment. 


GEARING FOR GO — 
Dear Ray: 
I have a 1952 V8 Ford-O-Matic with a 3.31 
rear end and was wondering what I might 


expect if I installed a rear end from a stand 
shift Ford of the same year. I use 7.60x] 
tires on the back and can’t seem to get ap 
low speed go. Also, will the ‘55 Ford 
fit as is? 
— Dan Tyler 
Glendale, Arizona 


Your car originally came with 6.70 x 15 ting 
and you have jumped two sizes so you 
in effect increased your gear ratio a few poi 


standard shift ratio will give much better 
celeration and maybe even improve gas mi 
age, depending upon what your driving ha 


given speed will result in less slippage in 
Ford-O-Matic transmission. You can use the ‘Sie 


it is from a passenger car and not a s* 
wagon. 


BACK TO THE STICK 
Dear Ray: 

I have a "52 Olds with Hydra-Matic whid 
needs a new transmission. Instead of havii 
it reworked, I have decided to put a floor shiffi 
transmission in. What would be the best tras 
mission to put in it and what would be ¢ 
parts needed? 

— Jimmy Overstreet 
New Orleans, La. 


The ‘37 LaSalle or Cadillac transmission 
the floor shift you want and is plenty strong 
the job. A 1950 Olds standard bell housing 
hook it right to your block but these are ge 
a little hard to find so if you can’t find one 
to Cook Machine Co., 4843 Anaheim-Teleg 
Rd., Los Angeles, who make a housing for 
jeb. You will. need an Olds standard 
clutch and clutch pedal assembly, all of 
can be bought new or from a wrecking yard. 


BUILDING A BOMB 


Dear Ray: 

I have a 1950 Ford 2 door sedan. Un 
the hood is a very sick 6 cylinder gin 
have been thinking of a new engine but 
problem is what would. be a good mill to i 
stall? I was wondering if a 1956 Chevrd 
Corvette engine with a 1956 Chevy overdri”® 
trans would be too much for it? 


CAR CR 





I have also heard rumors that a 1956 Ford 
“Bird engine is in limited production with 


As you can see, I want a bomb. 


— John Ruch 
Phila., Pa. 


| don't think that you would have to worry too 
much about the chassis taking the strain with 


on the light side. (About that 260 horsepower 

rd engine, we haven't heard.) The Corvette 
engine would also work fine but no telling 
whether you'd experience any trouble with the 


ford rear end, although not the world’s strong- 
st, has been used behind big engines for sev- 
al years without giving up too often. 


CADDY FLATHEAD-FORD 


Dear Ray: 
Recently, I purchased a chopped and low- 
d customized 1941 Ford minus engine. I 


but I wonder how much trouble I am 

ing into? What changes concerning engine 
d@mounts, radiator, and transmission would have 

to be made? Would the stock Cad push the 
car well if a high speed rear end is used? 
What year Fords or Mercs can be used with- 
out making any changes? 

— Ronnie Johnson 
Jackson, Calif. 


We used to see a number of flathead Cadillac 
gines in roadster chassis several years ago 
through a« combination of many things, in- 
alling them in Ford chassis became unpopular. 
ey are heavy, there is almost no speed equip- 
nt available for them any more, they are big 


their disappearance was the fact that it got 

0 where the boys playing with the Ford flat- 
ads were going better than the boys with 
the Caddy powered jobs. Stroked cranks and 
er bits of speed equipment for the Fords 
ade the difference plus the fact that they could 
dropped into a Ford chassis without any in- 
allation problems. If you want a Cad engine, 
» for the overhead, otherwise, stick to the Ford 
athead and its simplicity. The trouble involved 
such an installation probably wouldn't be 

continued on page 65 
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no J you can 


DE-CHROME 


at home 

Replace metal with metal with 
the new mechanical method. 

1. Ream hole. 2. Install plug 
from ovtside, turn screw to left 
te expand sieeve and lock plug 
permanently in plece. 3. Twist 
of screw. 4. Grind nut fush 
with metol surface, ready fer 
primer. 


WE 


N 


LW 


Plugs to fit standard Y, or %” 
holes. Drill odd size holes to fit 
obove sizes. 

Prices: Reamer $1.45, Plugs 
$1.20 doz. Kit with reamer ond 
50 Plugs $5.95 pp. 


Soe fC" ww 


Eee) me Lene tenn as 


NEw YORM Ave bai 


Stent AUTOMOTIVE CATALOG 


1956 Edition! Everything fer car, truck, custem- 
styled car, het red . . . at LOWEST PRICES! 
Save up te $0’, on ail parts, accessories! 
Only compiete automotive buying guide 
. . 70,000 iterns. .. 150 pages! Thousands of 
hard-to-find parts; equipment, parts for 
1920 to 1956 models; acces- 
series never before offered; hi-speed 

s. Send name, address and 25c (re- 

undable with first $ order) to: 


5. C. Whitney & Co., 1917 Archer, Dept. C-3, Chicage 16,1. 


SSX OSS 
WAATA AQAA 


OMA MT aI SE cures csty 1) ealit. 


Features both 
heel and 
ankle pivot 
int with 
uilt-in 
torsional 
return spring. 
Numerous 
linkage 
mounting 
pads. Cast 
aluminum 
sand-blast finish 


each, $6.75 
At your dealers or order direct from: 


MOON EQUIPMENT CO. 
Dept. C, 10835 Se. Bloomfield Ave. 
Nerwatk, Calif. Ph. OX 6-4219 











‘Nobody Swindles 
pindie’”’ continued 


black beauty. When the meet had ended 
ad we started back to town, the unmistakably 
hmiliar figure of the faithless (38-24-38) Lily 
(Dilly waved to us from the timing-stand, 
beckoning us to come over her way. ‘““Too bad,” 
sighed. ‘A real dish like that and about as 
rustworthy as a conniving cobra.” 

Panky grinned knowingly. 

“My sis tells me — and you know how scam 
a way of getting around among the dolls 





nk 










OPPING AROUND continued 






OHV FORD-MERC ENGINE ADAPTORS 


This New CRAGAR adaptor fits the big 
OHV Ford or Mercury V8 to the 1932-48 
Ford or Meraury transmission. The 

starter is placed on the right side of the 
block — out of the way of the steering gear. 
Instructions included with each adaptor. 
Price $59.50. Order from your dealer as 
Cragar sells at wholesale only. Cragar 
Equipment Company, 

3663 Gage Ave., Bell, California. 









NEW REAR VIEW MIRROR 


The latest in auto mirrors is this new 
“Cosmopolitan” outside rear view mirror. 
Designed for the new trend in “up front” 

fender mounting, the 
features a Vacaloy die cast base on 
is flexible enough to mold to the contour 
of any car fender. Precision ground 
prismatic glass assures effective glare 
control for night driving. 
Nelmor Corp., 1410 Fisher Bldg., 

Detroit, Mi 





— that McDilly kid owns a real, customized 
chassis... if the truth were known!” 

-Mesh and I bent our ears closer to him. 

“How's that?” I asked. 

Panky colored and whispered briefly. 

Mesher and I raised our heads — smiling the 
victorious smile of men who will never again 
jeopardize that priceless thing called comrade- 
ship for fool's gold. And then, without a single 
glance at her, we stroked past the timing- 
stand and the phoney (24-24-38) Miss Lily 
McDilly. 










HICKOK SAFETY BELT KIT 


The new Hickock belt was designed by 
Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory. 

To achieve maximum efficiency, the belt 
was desi to be attached to the 

frame of the car by means of a steel 


bar, pictured above in the rear. The 

belt can withstand a closed belt 

loop load of 3000 pounds minimum and 
a strap tensile load of 1500 pounds. 



















George 
Barris 
BARRIS KUSTOM SHOP 





LOWERING THE '55 FORD 


Dear George: 

I have a 55 Ford Customline which I am 
in the process of customizing. I wish to lower 
the car now and was wondering if you might 
be able to tell me what the best method would 
be to employ? How about these new dropped 
spindle support conversions? 

— Gary Simpson 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 


We do not recommend chopping the front coils. 
| would purchase a set of Dick Lyon’s new modi- 
fied spindle supports for the front, and then 
utilize conservative lowering blocks at the rear. 
Dick Lyon’s address is: 11370 Long Beach Bivd., 
Lynwood, Calif. He now has ball-joint spindle 
supports in stock. 


"55 OLDS HEADLIGHTS FOR OLDS? 


Dear George: 

In your June issue you showed how to adapt 
*55 Oldsmobile headlight rims to °49-'52 
Chevrolets. Would this same innovation be 
possible for a 50 Oldsmobile? 

— Rick Hess 
Providence, R.1. 
The installation you refer to would work out in 
the same manner as it did on the Chevrolet, 
Rick. Just follow the step-by-step method fea- 
tured in the June '55 issue. 


"55 CHEVY HEADLIGHT RIMS 


Dear George: 
In your May ’5% issue there is a 51 Chevy 
featured that has °55 Chevy headlight rims 
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adapted to the fenders. Could you give mf > 
details on how you go about this particuly 
installation? 





see 
— Melvin Richardson din 
Gastonia, North Carolina |'%4 





We featured a step-by-step story in the Jun oe 
*55 issue, Melvin, but |! regret to say that w use 
are sold out of this issue completely. Possibly bin: 
one of your friends have this issue filed awa} | 
that you could borrow for reference. The nex the 
best thing | have to offer is to procure a Decem. 
ber '54 issue, of Car Craft which possesses ¢ 
“Torch Tip’’ story by George Cerny showing 
you how to adapt '55 Cadillac headlight rim} Yes 
to any model. The installation of the Cadillad shou 
rim parallels that of the Chevrolet almosj gua: 
identically. 

REVERSE DECK LID HINGES Dea: 
Dear George: Ir 


I am in the process of de-chroming my ’4l} attic 
Chevy. I would like to know if it is possible “Fie 
to reverse the stock deck lid hinges (installj hub 
them inside) or, is there another type of hing4 fipp 
that I could use for the job? I also am goingj but 
to french the headlights. Would °53 Mercunfplac 
or Ford rims do the job? If not, what do yoal als 


suggest? light 
— Jack Huxhold a cus 

Seattle, Washington look 

No you cannot reverse your stock hinges, bu with 
pens 


you can use the inside type hinges found o 7 
a '51 Ford. The '53 Ford or Merc headlight ri me 
will work out well for frenching your hea : 
lights. They will give you a very deeply reces 
styling. If you prefer the flush styling then 
‘49 Chevrolet headtight rims. 





Apri 


‘47 MERCURY HOOD SWAP 


Dear George: 

I own a 47 Merc and I want to replace thf 
stock hood with another that doesn’t have 
center seam in it. Can you tell me if there i 
another hood that would fit? ~ 09 





‘56 i 
— Jack Weller ey 
Oildale, Calif. ais 





A '42 Mercury hood can be used. It fits thyabov 
cowling perfect, but it will need some modifice 
tion performed on the latch plate. 





*55 LINCOLN GRILLES FOR MERCS 


Dear George: 
I’ve just finished reading CAR CRAFT (Jun 
’56). The article “Modernized Merc’ showi 








CAR CRAFPEPTE 












'55 Lincoln grille sections in a 54 Merc was 
by far the “neatest” looking Merc custom I’ve 
wen. Here's my question: are the outside 
dimensions of a 52 Merc the same as that of a 
‘54 in regards to the front end. In other words 
would the two stock horizontal bumper bars 
of the 54 Merc fit a 52 making it possible to 
use this particular custom Lincoln grille com- 







na 


June 
at we 


ssibhi bination? 

awaf | think your “Custom Queries” is one of 
| Meni the greatest going — keep it up! 

a — Tim Gaertner 

— Cleveland 29, Ohio 

> wing] 

- rim| Yes Tim, the °52 is the same as the '54. You 
dillaf should have no trouble changing the stock 
mos guards. 


EXTRA FLIPPERS FOR OLDS HUBCAPS 


Dear George: 

In the June issue your brother Sam did an 
y ‘4iparticle on installing additional Oldsmobile 
sible “Fiesta” hubcap flipper bars on Oldsmobile 
nstalif hubcaps. I’ve tried to purchase some extra 
1ing4 flipper bars from my local Oldsmobile dealer 
roing| but he is fresh out. Do you know any other 
rcumy place where I might be able to purchase them? 
» youl! also would like to ask your help on a tail- 
light problem I have. I would like to adapt 
a custom taillight on my '54 Ford that would 
look good. I don’t wish to become all involved 
Jwith excessive metal work or too much ex- 
"Ipense. Do you know of a unique conversion 





















April ’55 issue? 
— Keith Thomas 
Stockton, Calif. 


the flipper bars that you inquire about are now 
available at the Eastern Auto Accessory Store 
located at 3310 South Grand Ave., Los Angeles, 
Calif. They cost 75¢ apiece. For your taillights 
“i suggest that you use the new ‘“‘Rocket"’ tail- 
light that is manufactured by California Cus- 
lom Accessories which appeared in the April 
'56 issue of CAR CRAFT, If your local accessory 
store does not stock them, you may purchase 
them from the Eastern Auto Store mentioned 
thaabove. 
fico 





CARQUIZ ANSWERS 


(see page 66) 
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ARSEPTEMBER, 1956 


that would work out well aside from the Olds- | 
mobile lens swap that you featured in your | 





Dual- 

Triple 
Combination 
Manifold 


enhauser 
Tele ENY CORP 


5156 ALHAMBRA AVE. LOS ANGELES 32 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
Write for details on above 


cer oe! 
ayaa. 


or tei 


autographed picture of 
world’s fastest Chevrolet 
Gragster. FREE} write Dept.cc 


| PGES WE items and get personally 





LEARN 
PLASTIC LAMINATING 
with Fiberglas® 

and resin 4 






shows how to 
build and repair auto bodies, boats, art objects, furni- 
ture at home. Illustrated, non-technical. Only $1.00 ppd. 
BEGINNER’S Fibergias and resin kit, ample for minor 
repairs and construction. Omly $3.95 ppd. Moneyback 
guarantee. Write to Dept. CC-9 


NEW BOOK ‘“‘The GLASSER’S MANUAL” 






AP? 


1710 E. 12TH STREET 
UL GGL eer ea 









trunk tips 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27 


Hump over differential is cut ont and pleats added for unique cover. Tool poud 
4s attached to rear bulkhead cover. Notice how rear bulkhead had to be made 
in two matching sections. When brace obstructions are present this is compulso 


, 5 js were : nie re) ee \ 
When brace obstructions are encountered, Pattern for deck lid is made from papej\\ 
panel is neatly notched and bordered with then transferred to carpeting, cut ou 


piping. Secure panels with metal screws. Border rug as you did lower panel piece 


All that is required if you desire only rug covered panels in your trunk compa 
ment is to cut the rug pieces, sew on the border piping, then cement the pa 
and apply the carpeting, securing it to the reversed side of panels with stap 





] WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM? 
continued 
offset by a large performance increase. 


OLDS FOR A ZEPHYR 

Dear Ray: 

I would like some information on install- 
Mm ing an Olds engine in a '48 V12 Lincoln 
coupe. Would an adaptor be necessary and if 
so, where can it be found? What other alter- 
ations would be necessary? 

— Charles Cagle 
Hardesty, Okla. 


Hh Use any adaptor which is made to fit the Olds 
engine to a pre-'49 Ford transmission since the 
Zephyr bell housing pattern is the same. It 
would probably be wise to use an adaptor 
which switches the starter motor to the right 
side away from the steering gear for better 
dearance. You'll have to make new front 
fimounts (see July '56 CC) and make a few 
Hother changes but the switch should not be a 
bit complicated. 


We will ship you a complete (er not) 
late model moter for installation in your 


| MOTORS 


i | ?. OR WRITE — STOP-BY. We'll custom install a Hi 


4.P. O.H.V. 8 for you — Loaner cars available. TRANS- 
MISSIONS — CAR RADIOS — good used values for 


No Matter Your Need in Speed — Write Us 
Your Problem Today! BUY — SELL — TRADE! 


SHELL Motorscnd Gk 7-283 


SPEED SHOP Dept. CC-9 
11726 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles 25, Calif. 


Ce 


Complete with 
Twin Carben Arc 
Terch and acces- 
Series . . 


Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Easily operated from properly wired 
te 110 voit AC of DC line. The ideal 
handle all metal- Gift with a life-long use. Order 
craft work. today on 10-day money back guarantee 

Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 1810 South | Federal St., t., Chicago 16, II. Dept. F64-J 16, Il. Dept. F64-J 


WANTED 


MEN AND WOMEN 
GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar, shed and 
outdoors. Spare or full time, year round. 
We pay $3.50 Ib We PAID John Betts 
$7,977.76 he started as amateur. FREF 
BOOK. Washington Mushroom Ind., Inc. 
Dept.281, 2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wn. 


LOWER YOUR CAR! 
heating er cutting. Lyon Replacement Steer 


. Boll jom? Ford 


LYON ENGINEERING 
11370 Long Beoch Bivd., Lynwood, Calif. 


FINEST CLUB PLAQUES 


SEPTEMBER, 1956 


IN THE NATION 


CUSTOM DESIGNED FOR 
YOUR CLUB! 


* Aise steel and enamel models 
witheut pattern charge. 
Many stock designs for individ- 
ual orders. 
* Complete service, polishing, 
painting, drilling, mounts. 
* Free literature. 
SEND 25c TODAY 
For complete catalog on Em- 
blems, Jackets, Decals, Plaques, 
Novelties—including information 
on how to your Club. 


STYLIZED EMBLEM CO. 
1331-C No. Western, L.A. 27, Calif. 


























Test your car skill —identify each of these components. Each pictured compo 
should be correctly matched with the year and make car that it is from. Score 15 po 
for each correct answer. A total score of 45 is passing, 60 fair, 75 good, 90 exce 










"56 Mercury 
aa Ve 3 


°52 Ford 


" Tne 
4 *55 Studebaker 
2 


= —<erearengene 1. : 2. 









"52 Mercury 
( ) 
*56 Plymo 
c 3 
‘55 Dodge 








C4 t 3 
*56 Studebaker é o *55 DeSoto 


) ) 
*56 Chrysler —_—_Pa— "56 Ford 
( ) ( ) 


*54 Plymouth . *54 Hudson 





2 “seh py a 4. 





ca 

*55 Olds 

( ) 

*56 Pontiac 
9 

*56 Nash 


.- 3 

"56 Chevrolet 
: 3 

*53 Studebaker 
i) 

'54 Mercury 





5. 6. 





Answers on page 63 
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“THE STORY OF . 


e ABOUT THE AUTHOR e 


loody Woodward has chosen a broad canvas on which to 
ting story of American music. He traces its hectic growth 
i wements,”” sketches 

and reveals the 


Jazz expe: 
tell the fasci 


‘or ke 

monager of Pacific Jazz Enterprizes, 

manager of a large jazz record store, editor of two jazz magazines, 

concert MC, and jazz consultant to the Armed Forces Radio Service, 
mode Jazz Americana inevitable. 


THE STORY OF JAZZ has been controversial all of its 
years, mostly because it means many things to many people. 
To some it is New Orleans, Dixeland; to others, Benny Good- 
man and the excitement of the great swing bands. Jazz is 
an art form so broad in scope it appeals to every musical 
taste; it is also America’s greatest cultural achievement. 

“JAZZ americana” traces the beginning and growth of this 
fabulous form of music and the lives of the great jazz musi- 
cians who brought it from obscurity to its ever-present form. 
Here are the stories of the men and women; where they 
made their greatest performances; photos of the greatest 
organizations and artists. Here, too, is the Metronome Poll 
of the favorite artists, for each year from 1939 to date. 


JALL 


and the fabulous bands and 
musicians who made this 
strictly American form of 
modern music. All in this 
new popular priced TREND 
BOOK. 


e@ CONTENTS @ 


1. What is Jazz? 
Here it is! The first good definition of 
jazz 


Il. Growing Pains 
Born in the South, jazz was raised in 
poverty 


Il. The Twenties 


The music traveled fast in a “fast” era 


IV. Swing—the Big Band Era 


Goodman and others triggered a musical 
explosion 


V. Contemporary Jazz 
Something new is still being added 


VI. The Metronome Poll 


A listing of favorite musicians of the past 
17 years 


VII. Discography 
10,000 available recordings of great jazz 
music 


And because modern jazz is indivisible from the recording 
industry, the record collector will find in “JAZZ americana” 
a comprehensive guide to more than 10,000 of the most 
enduring jazz performances ever recorded. Over 680 albums 
arranged in easy-to-use fashion, with five sections: Tradi- 
tional, Big Bands, Small Bands and Combos, Piano Jazz and 
Anthologies. Some artists are represented in more than one 
section, for example, Benny Goodman appears in both the 
Big Band and in the Small Bands and Combos section, the 
latter listing his various trios, quartets, etc. This listing alone 
is worth the price of the book. Whatever your tastes in 
music, you'll enjoy this book on the truly “American” form 
of music—jazz. 


ON NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE 


IF YOUR DEALER IS OUT OF STOCK, order by mail » 


ee se ee ee 


| TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


| Pelase send me o copy of: 
JAZZ AMERICANA 
| for which 1 enclose 85¢ (to cover 


I postage, etc.) 
Name___ 


| Address__ 


| City ee | 


CLIP & MAIL TODAY! 1 


an es es a cs a es 



































Hon. Honest Charley 


1 AINT RUNNING FOR OFFICE. IN FAC 
| AINT RUNNING, PERIOD. HOWEVER 
THERE IS MANY AN ENGINE THAT f 
RUNNING WITH HONEST PARTS. IF YO 
NEED A CAM TRY AN HONEST CAM - 
CONTAINS “CP 100”, 100% CORREC 
PROFILE — WHEN CALLING LONG DIi§ 
TANCE PHONE TAYLOR 1-75-33 PERSO! 
TO PERSON ASK FOR JERRY OR CHAR 
LEY. IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE YOU 
NEW CATALOGUE LAST DECEMSER THEI 
SEND ANOTHER QUARTER AS YOU MUS 
HAVE MOVED AND DID NOT NOTIFY U 
OF YOUR NEW ADDRESS. DON’T MIS 
THIS NEW '56 CATALOGUE. IT Wil 
SURPRISE YOU. 





V8 DUAL 
EXHAUST 


DUAL SIDE HEAD PIPES $1195 
DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPE 

ALL INSTAL’ PARTS LESS MUFFLERS 
WITH a MAUFFLER........................ $17.35 
WITH TWO MUFFLERS... 21.75 . State ¢ 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers Zp af Y of wamunnetll 
50-51 CAD—49-56 OLDS—51-55 STUDE— Pay postage or 
53-55 DODGE—55 PLY.—55-56 CHEVY— express on arrival. 
55-56 PONTIAC — 53-55 BUICK — 35-56 
FORD OR MERC.—35-56 FORD PICK UPS 


SEND 25c FOR RETAIL- 
WHOLESALE 1956 SURPRISE 


CATALOG 













We meted va oer yee bg belding ane mow Lponeot Mevmran is va ent Suapouw 
Ron (vat SPEED SHoP Ew Man Avngess Hera con sneer 


@ Ae GAR Phe wets”) 
> ee \e m 
Ge es 

2 






jb Ressrnsd 
1 
Piarrasceae Teas \O en brent 



















C - 
Foaremant Doses 93 

» a 

“Depa l3 WAY GBC ED Muke em, Cre ee 
5 3 " 


K oTock MUFFLERS & > Pe 





7 SIDE 
BOTH ONLY sO? 5 


CHOICE OF GLAS 

OR STEELPACK 

FOR ALL FORD @ MERC @ CHEVY @ PLY 
THAT ARE EQUIPPED WITH FACTORY DUAL 
EXHAUST. GIVE PARTICULARS OF YOUR CAR. 


EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Fits any exhaust 
pipe, any car. 
Dash control kit 
is included. 


$795 















84°C FREE 


Porn PY ie) 
WHOLESALE CATALOG 


SEND 
Postpaid 





HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP “tect vet 









